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Opening Poll
Introductions
Speakers

Philip Sandwell
Joelle Hangi

Panel Discussion/Q&A
Closing Poll
Survey and Closing
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Meet our speakers

Philip Sandwell – GPA

Joelle Hangi – GPA



Global Platform for Action on Sustainable 
Energy in Displacement Settings
Philip Sandwell & Joelle Hangi
GPA Coordination Unit, United Nations Institute for Training and Research

16 February 2023, 11:00-12:00 CET
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Energy in 
Displacement 

Settings

Examples of 
energy access 

issues
Questions and 

answers



Energy in displacement settings
A brief introduction
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Increasing number of displaced people around the world
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102 million displaced people worldwide in 2022

• 21.7 million people forced over borders as refugees

• 52.1 million people internally displaced within their own countries

• 4.7 million are asylum seekers

• 4.7 million returnees and 4.6 million stateless people

• 14.4 million persons of concern
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Sustainable energy access rates are not 
keeping pace with the rate of displacement

Sustainable 
electricity access in 

households

2014 2020

2014 2020

Clean cooking 
access in 

households

• Access rates are 
failing in real terms

• Achieving SDG 7 in 
displacement 
contexts is further 
away than ever



Examples of energy access issues
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Displaced people live in 
densely populated areas 
with limited resources and 
affordability.

Dirty smoke from cooking 
in the indoor kitchen areas 

causes several chronic 
diseases and other health 

issues.
We advocate for clean cooking 

solutions in displacement settings

Example: Cooking issues affecting health of women and girls



• Loss of bio-diversity
• Conflicts with host 

community 
• Impact on elephant 

population

• Landslides & accidents 
• Flooding
• Hygiene problems 

because of spoiled 
groundwater
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Example: Cooking issues affecting the local environment



Old and inefficient 

Example: Electricity access for healthcare
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Old school room

Connected school

Example: Electricity access for schools



Example: Public lighting
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Find the mistakes…
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Thomas, P.J.M., Rosenberg-Jansen, S. & Jenks, A. Moving beyond informal action: sustainable energy and the humanitarian 
response system. Int J Humanitarian Action 6, 21 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-021-00102-x

Examples from across the humanitarian cluster system

https://jhumanitarianaction.springeropen.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s41018-021-00102-x.pdf


Thank you
GPA Website: www.humanitarianenergy.com
Twitter: https://twitter.com/EnergyGPA
LinkedIn page: https://www.linkedin.com/company/energygpa/
LinkedIn practitioner group: 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12310695
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http://www.humanitarianenergy.com/
https://twitter.com/EnergyGPA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/energygpa/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12310695


Panel Discussion and Q&A





Closing Poll



Short feedback survey



Newsletter sign up: 
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