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AGENDA
• Introduction to Research on the 

Challenge

• Meet our Speaker

• Research Landscape

• Q&A



ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Innovation

Sustainability

Social Impact

Scalability



RESEARCHING ON THE CHALLENGE

• All assessment framework criteria to 
be considered

• Important to evidence what you
claim

• Submissions are assessed by 
industry professionals

• Working at an early stage of 
development

• Use the latest innovations and 
research to YOUR advantage



MEET OUR SPEAKER

Heading
• Bullet point 1

• Bullet point 1
• Bullet point 1

Liya Bensy Thomas
Energy Saving Trust



RESEARCH
LANDSCAPE
Efficiency for Access Design Challenge Liya Bensy Thomas, 

29th November.
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Let’s say you have an idea 
for an automated sensor-
based irrigation system or a 
cooling solution or a pest 
control technology. 
How and where do you 
start?
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• What is the challenge you are 
trying to address?

• What has been done till now?

• Can you add value to an 
already existing technology?

• Can you adapt an existing 
technology to your context?

Step 1: Literature 
Review 
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• Efficiency for Access>R&D funding or 
Publications

• Engineers Without Borders

• Energypedia

• Energy Catalyst

• Powering Renewable Energy Opportunities

• EEP Africa

• Sustainable Energy for All

• Engineering for Change

• Power for All

• Horticulture Innovation Lab

• Wageningen University and Research 

• ESMAP, World Bank

• Ashden Climate Solutions in Action

Where to start? 

https://efficiencyforaccess.org/
https://www.ewb-uk.org/
https://energypedia.info/wiki/Main_Page
https://energycatalyst.ukri.org/
https://www.preo.org/
https://eepafrica.org/active-portfolio/
https://www.seforall.org/
https://www.engineeringforchange.org/
https://powerforall.org/
https://horticulture.ucdavis.edu/
https://www.wur.nl/en.htm
https://www.esmap.org/publications
https://ashden.org/


ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK: 
Innovation, Sustainability, Social 
Impact and Scalability
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Assessment Framework: Innovation

• Are you developing a brand-

new product or improving an 

existing technology?

• Is your production cost low? 

• Is it user-friendly and easily 

repairable?

https://data.verasol.org/
https://data.verasol.org/
https://data.verasol.org/
https://efficiencyforaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/Use-Cases-and-Cost-Breakdown-of-Off-Grid-Refrigeration-Systems-Report.pdf
https://efficiencyforaccess.org/publications/pathways-to-repair-in-the-off-grid-solar-sector/
https://efficiencyforaccess.org/publications/pathways-to-repair-in-the-off-grid-solar-sector/
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Assessment Framework: Sustainability

• What is the environmental 

impact of your idea: Life Cycle 

Assessment (LCA) 

• How is LCA carried out?

• Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)

• Technologies required to 

achieve SDGs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrmffYQ2za4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrmffYQ2za4
https://efficiencyforaccess.org/publications/life-cycle-greenhouse-gas-emissions-assessment-of-off-and-weak-grid-refrigeration-technologies/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://50breakthroughs.org/
https://50breakthroughs.org/
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Assessment Framework: Social Impact

• How inclusive is your 

appliance?

• Addressing disability in 

agriculture

• Reducing gender inequalities 

through energy access

https://efficiencyforaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/Appliances-for-All-Assessing-the-Inclusivity-of-the-Solar-Lighting-and-Appliances-Sector.pdf
https://efficiencyforaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/Appliances-for-All-Assessing-the-Inclusivity-of-the-Solar-Lighting-and-Appliances-Sector.pdf
https://www.nepad.org/blog/inclusive-pathways-enhancing-participation-of-farmers-disability-agriculture
https://www.nepad.org/blog/inclusive-pathways-enhancing-participation-of-farmers-disability-agriculture
https://www.esmap.org/Gender_Equality_in_the_Off-Grid_Solar_Sector_Primer
https://www.esmap.org/Gender_Equality_in_the_Off-Grid_Solar_Sector_Primer
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Assessment Framework: Scalability

• Is there a market for your 
design?

• Is your design accessible and 
affordable?

• Have you thought 
about business model?

• What is your strategy to make 
your design commercially 
viable?

https://efficiencyforaccess.org/publications/business-model-innovations-project/
https://efficiencyforaccess.org/publications/business-model-innovations-project/




WHAT’S COMING UP

• Now: Sign your terms and conditions, create your project space, add 
all teammates and upload your Concept Note.

• Soon: Your mentor will be tagged to your team’s Concept Note on 
CrowdSolve so you know who your mentor is, and they will contact 
you via email.

• Mid-way Workshop: 5 December 10-11:30am (GMT)
• w/c 11 December: Humanitarian Contexts Webinar
• 12 December: Opening of Prototyping Window 1
• w/c 18 December: Second drop-in session
• March: ‘Choose your own’ webinar



FEEDBACK SURVEY

https://bit.ly/3LhnoGS



SIGN YOUR T&Cs

https://bit.ly/458F2U1



NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP

https://bit.ly/45OOX2A
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